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Safeguarding Policy

Monarchs Gymnastics is committed to ensuring that those working with children adopt the best possible practice to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the participants and coaches.

Monarchs will endeavour to promote the highest standards of care for all members, coaches and officials by:
· The adoption of British gymnastics Safeguarding Policy and procedures. 
· The appointment of a welfare officer to whom grievances or complaints can be made confidentially.
· Ensuring that coaches and officials have been screened to confirm their suitability to work with children. This will include criminal record check through Disclosure & Barring Services where appropriate.
· Ensuring that the best coaching practice guidelines are followed at all times.
· Ensuring that grievances or complaints are dealt with promptly and in accordance with the grievance/complaints procedure.
· Ensuring that there is a responsible adult in the hall at all times.
· Ensuring that the participants and parents are aware of the purpose of videoing, filming or photography during training or events.
· Having a zero-tolerance level of poor practice, bullying or any other potential form of abuse.
All coaches must be aware of safeguarding children.
Coaches at Monarchs Gymnastics receive training in Safeguarding and are informed of their professional responsibilities.
All coaches must share any concerns they have about a child’s welfare with the club Welfare officer as soon as possible.
The club welfare officer should be the first point of contact for any concerns that relate to a member of the club.
Club welfare officers – Naomi Shepherd, 




Anti-Bullying Policy
Monarchs Gymnastics Club



Monarchs Gymnastics Club aims to create a safe environment, to give all gymnasts attending the Club a fulfilling and enjoyable gymnastics experience, to strive to provide the opportunity for members to achieve and fulfil their potential and to improve the physical well-being, posture, co-ordination, concentration and confidence of all participants.

Bullying is an anti-social activity, which does not reflect any of the aims of Monarchs Gymnastic Club. It undermines the confidence and concentration of the victim and in the worst case can lead to physical decline.

Bullying will not be tolerated or condoned within Monarchs Gymnastics Club in any form including

· Physical incidents

· Verbal name calling, sarcasm, teasing, ridicule, ignoring etc.

· Racist comments, graffiti, gestures etc…

· Sexual comments, suggestions etc…

Monarchs Gymnastics Club has an ‘open door’ policy which means that everyone can see what is going on and anyone can report it to a coach or the Welfare Officer, Angela Medhurst, Julie Baker or Naomi Shepherd. 

Incidents of bullying will be dealt with immediately either by the coach or Head of Gymnastics. Complaints will be recorded making sure that both sides of the story are listened to and all involved parents/carers are informed.

Parents/Carers and/or gymnasts will be involved in deciding the outcome of the action which should aim to change the behaviour of the bully.

Any sanctions or warnings will be appropriate to the child/adult and to the incident and appeals can be submitted for reconsideration.
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